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FOREWORD

The National Curriculum Framework (NCF), 2005, recommends that
children’s Itle al schiool must be inked (o thedr e oulside the school.
This principie marks a departure from the legacy of bookish learning
which eontinues (o shape our system and causes a sap between the
school, home and community. The syllabl and lextbooks developed
on the basis of NCF signify an attempl (o implemend this bastc idea.
They also altempl lo discourage role arming and the mainienance
o sharp boundaries belween different subject areas, We hope these
mieasures will take us sinitficantly further in the divection of 4 child-
cenlred system ol education outlined in the Natlonal Policy on
Education (1988,

The success of this effort depends on the sleps that schiool principals
and teachers will (ake Lo encourage children Lo reflect on Lhetr own
learning and to pursue imaginative aclivitles and questions. We must
recognise thal given space, Lime and freedom, chikdren geneale new
knowledge by engaging with the information passed on Lo them by
adulls. Trealing the presertbed lexibook as the sole basts of
examinalion s one of the key reasons why other resouress and siles
of leamning ane ignored. Inculcating crealivity and iniliative is possible
if we percetve and treat children as participants in learming, nol as
recetvers of a fixed body of knowledge,

These atns imply considerable change in school routines and
muode of fiumetioning. Flexthility in the datly time-lable |5 as necessary
as figour in implementing the annual calendar so thal the required
number of teaching days is actually devoled Lo leaching, The methods
used {or teaching and evaluation will also delermine how elfeclive
this textbook proves for making childien’s life al school 2 happy
experience. rather than a source of stress or boredom, Syllabus
destgners have tried (o address the problem of curreutar burden by
restructuring and reovienting knowledge al dilferent siages with
greater consideration for child psychology and the Ume avatlable for
teaching. The lextbook attempls to enhance this endeavour by giving
higher priority and space to opportunities for contemplation and
wondering, discussion In small groups, and aclivitles requiring
hands-on experience.

The Nallonal Councll of Ediscalional Research and Tralning
(NCERT) apprectales the hard work done by the textbook development
committee responsible for Lhis book. We wish lo thank the
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Chalrperson of the advisory group in Soctal Sciences, Professor Harl
Vasudevan and the Chiel Advisors for (his book, Professor Sihas
Palshikar and Professor Yogendra Yadav for gulding the work of this
commities. Several teachers contribuléd Lo the development of Lhis
textbook: we are graleful to their principals for making this possible.

We are Indebled to the mstitutions and ardgantsations which have
generously permitied us to draw upon Lhelr resourees, malerial amd
persounel We are especially gratleful to the members of the National
Monltoring Conunitlee, appainted by the Department of Secondary
and Higher Education, Minisisy of Human Resource Developmend
under the Chalrmanship of Prolessor Mrinal Mirt and
Professor G.P. Deshpande, lor thedr valuable Ume and contributton.
As an organisalion comnuileéd Lo systemic reform and continous
improvement (0 the quallty of lls products, NCERT welcomes
cominenis and suggestions which will enable us (o undertake fnrther
reviston and relinemenl.

Director
New Delh National Council of Educalional
20 December 2005 Research and Tratning
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A LETTER TO YOU

Dear Students,

Loaktng s the tile of this book. you may wonder: “why am | studying.
Indian Constitution again? Didn't | siudy it in the previous classes?”
Yes, vou have studied the broad structure of the Indian govermment
dnd some bits of the Constitutton. But this book lakes you to
something different lrom what vou have already studied.

You have now chosen Political Science and will study this subijeet.
for the next two years. What better way can there be (o get introduced
to Political Science than through politics of our own country? That
1s what tlus book does. The study of the working of the Indian
Consiilution hese Is a galeway o studyving polilics tn India. The study
of Indian palities 15 a window to undersianding polittes tn other
sorfettes, We hope that through the study of insttulions and the
polftics of power surrounding them, you would came (o know about
the principles and theories of politics. Thus this book will tell you
about the way our Constitutlon has been working and the way 1L
shapes politics in our country. This book is not aboul legal provisions
and technieal delatls in the Constitution. It s about how institulions
are shaped through Inleraction with actual politics.

We were tnspired towrile Lhis different kind of a textbook by the
Natonal Currtculurn Framework 2005, [t says thal instead of just
memorisallon and repetitian, emphasts should be laid an ‘developing
concepls and Lhe ability to analyse sovle-political realilies’, The
Foreword (o this hook by the Direclor of NCERT explains the vision
of this new curmicuhum. The new sylkabi for Political Science recognise
the need to deepen the student’s understanding of the provisions
and the working of the Constitution of India

Thil is'why vou would [hd mofe [ocus an Lhe railonale and the
real lfe cansequences of the Constitution than just more and more
information on the Canstitution, This (extbook will introduce you Lo
the idea of constitslion and the slory of the making and working of
the Indian Consttution. We eertainly talk about the varous key
provisions of the Constitution. But we have added three new features.
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In'the frst place, this lexibook responds Lo youir curfesily about
why a parlleular arrangement in the Constitution was adapted and
why not some other, Secandly, 1L allows you to see how Institullons
grow in the company of actual! polities. That 1s why chapters tn this
book do not stop at 1950, They tn fact start off at 1950 and take you
to some instances drawn from the political history of the [ast fifty
vears or more. We hope that thits book will ereate an appetile for
mare infarmation aboul Idian polities; i will prepare yvou [or the
courss on Indian polities that you will siudy next yvear Thirdly, tils
book allows you to compare India and s Constitution o other
countries in the world having meany stmilar concerns and different
answers, So, wherever passible this texthook tells you about what
has happened elsewhere In the world. We hope vou will develop a

habit of comparing anvone nstitution Lo other Institutions
and other social stlualions.

We have also inlroduced 3 nuinber of aldes for you Lo get
mare interested in the subject that you are studying. In

Articles each chapler, there will be some examiple of an article from

wording. the yocabulary of our Constitution. You will also
find some quotations in each chapter. Mosi of these are
from Lhe debales i
the Constituent Assembly.

‘% the Constitution \tsc!f This will give vou a feel of the exact

The purpese is lo intmdiice Quotations from

vou lo this extraordinary Constituent Assembly

heritage aof  politieal Debates (CAD)

nielligence and foreslsht that btk S partimmentolindie e
. L/ i debunies it

we have inherited and alsp
the drarma thatl wos unfolding
In the makingof the Constitution.

Mamny chaplers haye cartoons Loo. Bul they are nol there simply
as comlic relief, They lell you aboutl the erticisms, aboul the weak
spols, aboul near-fatlures. We hope that apart from enjoying these
cartoans, you would learn from Lhem, bolh aboul politics and aboul
how 1o think aboul polities. Finally, there are these two charmacters
thal keep popping up en the sides of your |extbook pages from Ume
to time. Irfaan, the cartoontst. has especially penned them so that
vou would refate to theru They are just ke vou: inguistiive, curtous,
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ofien cynical! Same Umes Lthey are bold—more than whal the
authors of {his book have beent—enough o ask (nconvenienil
questons ard make comments thal make one sit up and think.
We call them Unni and Munni. While writing (his book, we
have grown quilte fond of them and we hope that they will endear
themselves (o you as well. Perhaps. taking inspiration from
them, vou would ask more questtons o vour teachers and
pass on some of these Lo us.

At the end of each chapter. you would o some inferesting
puzzles In the form of exercises. Encouraged and Inspired by
the NCF and the hope of the Director of NCERT that textbooks
musit help improve the system ol assessment. and with the help of
some young [rends: we have (ried to mix the exercises with some
Innovative puzzles. They will make vou ‘usé vour grey cells'! We Hope
thal in solving these puzzles, vou would nol leel (hal vou are
answerng exam yuestions.

We have prepared this book with the help of a large team that
kepl working for over six months. This included many school and
college leachers, educationisis, polilical sclentists and artists. You
would read aboul this group under the Uile Texthook Development
Team listed on page (v Professor Knishna Kumar, Direclor of NCERT,
supporied us through out this effort and kept on guiding us, We
also recetved support and vahliuable tnputs from Professor Han
Vasudevan, Professor Gopal Guruyy Professor Mrinal Mirl, Professor
G.P. Deshpande and members of the National Moniioring Comumlles.

A large number of people have contributed generously (o Lhe
making ol Lhis book . We were fortunate to have
the henelil of the expertise of Professors Rajeev
Bhargava, Pratap Mehta. Sandeep Shastri.
Dr. Sanjeeb Mukher|t. Dr. Sanjay Lodha,
Dr. Pushkar Raf. Ms. M. Manisha.
Dt Shallegidia Deolanbar and Ms. Chailra:
Redkar in wriling these chaplers. Pankaj
Pushkar, Manish Jain, Alex George and
M. Manisha formed the backbone of the leam.
They did research for this book. spenlt sleepless
nights mn preparng the drafis; the boxes and
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other material thal you see in this book. Thelr concern for quality
and thelr instghts tnlo the pedagogy of soctal science lified the book
it few notehies above whalt It woulkd otherwise have been. Manish Jain
relentlessly pursued the agenda of improving the gualily and
mnovattveness of the exercises. Panka) Pushkar has practcally
steered (his book through the kast six months. D SARanjant and
Dr. Sanjeer Alam, both al the Loknitt Programmee af the CSDS kindly
extended thetr help in tmes of urgent need. Amit Ahuja, a docloral
student at the untversity of Michigan, extended help 1n preparing
the boxes with comparative examples,

We dre sure Lhat you will appreciate this pleasant desiim that
Shweia Rao has prepared and Lthe cartoons and Unnk-Munni
characters born ffom the pencll of Irfzan Khan, The Children’s Book
Trust kindly allowed us the use of Shankars carfoons. Mr. R K.
Laxman also gave permission for ustng cartoons drawn by him. In
shiort. this 1= a colleclive effort to make study of Political Selence more
liwely, relevant and student-friendly. We musl also mention Lhe
gerierosity of (he Loknil Programme of the CSDS, and Professor Peter
R. De Souwza. Director, Lokntll, for Uiesally housing the entire work of
the book al thelr premises and for providing infrastructisre.

You have recently passed a big exam. Now It is our turn to be
exarnined. Whether this tecbook [atls or passes tn whal it tried o do
s for you o ealuale. We would be eagerly wrilling [or ouir exam
resull with vour comments. eriticlsms and suggeslions o make a
beller attempl next Lime.

Sutias Palshikar

Yogendra Yoday
Chierf Addvisors
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THE CONSTITUTION OF
INDIA

PREAMBLE

| WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having

solemnly resolved Lo constitute India intoa
‘[SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC] and to secure
toall its citizens :

JUSTICE, social, economic and

political;

LIBERTY ol thought, expression, belief,

faith and worship;

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity;

and to promote among them all

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of

the individual and the “[unity and

integrity of the Nation];

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY
this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949 do
HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO
OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION.

I Sibs, Ly dee Copstitpiiog (Fopmy-secepid A pendmient) Aut, 107, B2
{or “Soverelgn Dogdosrad i Repmbie™ e A 1370

2 e I Lhe Corpintitialimn (Fortv—=iooinid Amidndinictd) Acd | BTE See 2
Por “Eiidy o Lve Nalbom” el 30009771
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Constitution of India
Parl IV A [Article G1 A)

Fundamental Duties

It shall be the duty of every citizen of Indiz —

(a)
(b)

(c)
(d)

(€

(£

=
(1)
fr}

ul

(&)

to abide by the Constitution and respect its idzals and inatituticies the
National Fise and the National Anthem:

to chensh and follony the noble 1deals whech mepuad cor national strugzle
for freadom, \
to upheold and prowect the soveregniy. unity and mEegnty of Indsa:

to defend the coumry and sender national serice when called upon o
do sot

to premote hanmony and the spirif of common brotherhiood amongst all
the people of Indm transcendine relistous, Iinswistie-and resional or
eectional diversities; to renounce prictices derogatory to the dumsty of
WOTEen:

to valie and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture;

to protect and improve the natural environment incloding forests, Iakee
rivers, wildlifs and (¢ have compassion for living creatures,

to develop the scientific temper, hiimanism and the spurst of inquury and
Eiom;

to sateguard poblc property and to abjure viniencs;

to strive towards sxcellence in all spheres of individual and collective
activity 0 that the pation constantly risss to higher lavels of endeatvour
and achtavement:

who 13 3 patent or guardian to provide cpportunities for education to
btz cheld or, a5 the caze may be, ward betreen the age of 51x and
fourteen years.

Nore

The Arterle 514 comtsmine Fundemental Dutiss e imerted by the Comstifittion
(271nd Srmendmant] el 1878 (ath affect fom 3 fmomy 1577,

*7k} veas meeted by the Comstrhubon (85th A wondwment) Aot 2002 (wuth effect from
| Spedl 20000

Z0E4-E5



